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With this issue, the Quarterly of the 
Iowa Library Commission enters upon 
its fifth year. While we value the 
words of appreciation which have 
come from library friends outside the 
State, we especially rejoice in its 
service to lowa libraries. 

Some new features are added in this 
number. The ‘‘ Book Exchange”’ 
is an experiment which will be 
continued if it proves of value. 
The Traveling Library column is 
added for the benefit of the librarians 
of the Traveling Library centers in the 
State, and also to give other readers 
information regarding this rapidly 
growing work. 


*Iowa in the World’s Literature. 


BY JOHNSON BRIGHAM, 
State Librarian. 


That there is a world literature none 
but the most self-centered locality- 
bound critic would dare deny; though 
Hamlin Garland, in ‘‘Crumbling Idols,”’ 
comes dangerously near the point of 
denial. Few are so hardy as to deny 
the existence of a Greek literature, or 
a Latin, or a French, or an English 
literature. None the less truly, though 
less in degree possibly, is there a New 
England literature, a literature of 
Louisiana, of Kentucky, of Tennessee, 
of Indiana, of Arkansas, of Iowa. 

The fact that Iowa literature is 
largely a speculative future, a promise 
rather than a fulfillment does not de- 
tract from the truth of the statement 
or the correctness of the application. 

Now let me make clearer another 
distinction very much ignored by 
young readers and writers, namely: the 
difference between the subjective and 
the objective, in the mental classifica- 
tion of books and authors. 

To illustrate,—Booth Tarkington, as 
you know, has written two widely vari- 
ant novels and been successful in both. 
While he is an Indianian, his books 
are not necessarily additions to Indi- 
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ana literature. His ‘‘Gentleman from 
Indiana” is; his‘‘Monsieur Beaucaire”’ 
is not. 

Let us come nearer home. In an 
old forgotten periodical named ‘‘The 
Western”’ (published in St. Louis from 
1875 to 1881), in the issue of January, 
1880, years before the first edition of 
**Knitters in the Sun’’ revealed a new 
luminary in our western sky, there 
appeared a story entitled ‘‘My Lorelei, 
a Heidleberg Romance,” by ‘‘Octave 
Thanet’’—Miss Alice French, of Dav- 
enport, Iowa. Happening upon this 
early—for aught I know, earliest— 
work of our now foremost fiction writer, 
I read the story through, seeking to 
find in it the hand that years later 
brought out the ‘‘Stories of a Western 
Town.’’ Though the story is cleverly 
told, I sought in vain for the individ- 
uality which marks the maturer work 
of Octave Thanet. 

Now, looking back on Miss French’s 
life-work so far as it has been carried, 
we see a steady growth in womanly 
power, a grasp of social conditions as 
strong as a man’s and yet truer than a 
man’s; for poor, weak, reasoning man 
is ever trying to leave heart out of his 
problems—and ever failing in the at- 
tempt, while the strong woman is not 
afraid to let her heart go out toward 
those who are vainly endeavoring by 
formule to solve problems in which 
human souls are the factors. Miss 
French’s ‘‘Stories of a Western Town,”’ 
her ‘‘Missionary Sheriff,’’ and not 
a few of her short stories belong 
to the permanent in Iowa literature, 

just as her ‘‘Expiation’’ and a number 
of her short stories belong to the per- 
manent in Arkansas literature. In 
these, and as I trust, in much good 
work yet to be performed, the future 


historian and student of social condi- 
tions in our era will find an unfailing 
supply of material and suggestion. 
One of the most pronounced literary 
successes of the period is Emerson 
Hough an Iowan and a graduate of 


Iowa State university. Mr. Hough 
was for many years a roving corres- 
pondent of Forest and Stream. His 
power as a fiction writer was discovered 
by readers of the Midland Monthly in 
1895, in a two-number story entitled 
‘*Belle’s Roses.’’ One of the best 
contributions yet made to the real his- 
tory of our country—that is, a story of 
the actual life of our people—is Mr. 
Hough’s ‘Story of the Cowboy.’’ 
His great success financially came 
with a historical novel entitled ‘‘The 
Mississippi Bubble,’’ which, though 
disappointing as a whole, was strong 
enough to retain for several months a 
place among the ‘‘best sellers.’’ His 
latest work, ‘‘The Way of the West,”’’ 
is a picturesque grouping of facts and 
conditions altogether forming a his- 
tory of the settlement of the great West. 
Its author seems to be able to do well 
whatever his brain and hand find to do. 
Mr. Hough can, and I trust will, write 
a far better novel than that which he 
so cleverly evolved from the romantic 
story of John Law. 

With Hamlin Garland the case is 
different. Though laying no claim to 
place in Iowa literature, having been 
born in Wisconsin, he, neverthe- 
less, spent eleven impressionable 
years in northern Iowa. He early 
moved—or was moved, for he was a 
ten-year-old—to Mitchell county, in 
this State, and grew to man’s estate 
on an lowa farm. He entered the 
Cedar Valley seminary at Osage and 
there graduated at the age of 21. He 
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worked on the farm when not in 
school, and long before he reached his 
maturity the iron of poverty had en- 
tered his soul, nerving him to stren- 
uous endeavor to voice in literature 
the clamor of the toilers for a larger 
share of nature’s bounties. So vigor- 
ously did he utter his early protests 
against existing conditions as he saw 
them that some, at times, lost patience 
with Garland the protestant and re- 
former, while freely admitting the 
growing power of Garland the littera- 
teur. Mr. Garland is clearly one of 
the foremost fiction writers of our 
There was much of the hard 
life of early Iowans in his earlier 
works; but the author has moved on— 
on to the mountains and plains and 
latterly to the cities,—and ever on to 
better and still better work. His 
latest novels may safely be called his 
best. Nowhere else will you find so 
much fiction which belongs to Iowa 
and the regions roundabout as in Mr. 
Garland’s earlier novels and short 
stories. In fact ‘‘Jason Edwards”’ is 
the only novel of the storm and stress 
period of his evolution which does not 
have the scenes of the author’s boy- 
hood, youth and young manhood as 
the basis. His later work is more ar- 
tistic and consequently less purpose- 
ful. The author’s horizon has latterly 
enlarged until now his literary vision 
includes London, with snap-shots at 
rural England, portions of Alaska, the 
western mining camps, and American 
city life. The somber winter skies 
and glaring sun of the far North, the 
mining camps of the Rockies and the 
giant mountains that shut them in, 
well fit his temperament, intensified as 
it is by the hard experience of his 
youth. But to me there is nothing in 


Mr. Garland’s more pretentious work 
quite so bracing and rejuvinating as 
the little sketch contributed by him to 
The Midland Monthly entitled ‘‘Boy 
Life in the West,’’ the sketch con- 
cluding with a charming prose-poem, 
—a tribute to the author’s own boy- 
hood in Iowa: 

‘I wonder if, far out in Iowa, the boys are still 
playing ‘‘Hi Spy” around the straw piles. I wonder 
if they still tunnel the straw-pile and dive to the 
bottom through slippery ‘‘shoots”. I suspect not. 
I suspect that barns have superseded the straw-piles 
in most cases; but that the modern western farmer 
boy plays ‘‘Hi Spy” I cannot doubt, and that runic 
chant, with its endless repetitions, doubtless is heard 
on any moon-lit night in far offlowa. I wish I might 
join once more in the game. with the privilege of 
going in, when my toes got chilled, to eat popcorn and 
apples with the girls. For, alas! I’ve grown tender as 
I’ve grown older, and I could not play the whole even- 
ing through with the thermometer ten below zero, as 
we used todo then, without overcoat, overshoes or 
underclothing; and the boys would laugh at my cape- 
ulster and sealskin cap, and huge gloves and lamb’s- 
wool lined overshoes. I fear I could not enjoy ‘‘Hi 
Spy” even were linvited to join. But I sigh with a 
curious longing fot something that was mine in those 
days on the snowy Iowa plains. What wasit? Was 
it the sparkle of winter stars? Was it the stately 
march of moon? Was it the presence of dear friends? 
Yes; all these, and more—it was Youth.” 

About nine years ago, Mr. Garland, 
while my guest in Des Moines, de- 
clared to me that, far from having 
done his best in his first published 
book, ‘‘Main Traveled Roads,’ as 
some critic had affirmed, he felt within 
himself the capacity for better work 
than he had yet done; that his early 
work was only so much preparation 
for that which he hoped and planned 
to do. His ‘‘Hesper’’ is, in my judg- 
ment, a fulfillment of the prediction— 
and the end is not yet. 

Among the most talented of Iowa 
fiction writers is Mrs. Alice Ilgenfritz 
Jones, of Cedar Rapids, author of 
‘‘High Water Mark,’’ published by 
Appleton; ‘‘Beatrice,’’ which ran 
through The Midland Monthly and 


was published by McClurg,and ‘‘Chev- 


. 





alier St. Denis,’’ a historical novel also 
published by McClurg. While Mrs. 
Jones is,speaking subjectively, an lowa 
writer, her contributions really belong 
to world literature, for in them there is 
scarcely a suggestion of Iowa scenery, 
character or life. This distinction is 
made not to detract from Mrs. Jones’ 
work—for which I have much admira- 
tion— but as further illustration of the 
point that an Iowa writer, though a 
real contributor to general literature, 
may do much good work and yet make 
no contribution to Iowa literature; 
while a writer living in another state, 
Mr. Garland for example, may be one 
of the foremost contributors to Iowa 
literature. 

Miss Gulielma Zollinger, of Newton, 
has written a delightful book for young 
people, which has already run through 
ten editions, entitled ‘“‘The Widow 
O’Callaghan’s Boys’’ and published 
by A. C. McClurg & Co. Many find 
in this book a forerunner of the popu- 


lar ‘“‘Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage 
Patch.’’ Miss Zollinger has also 
written ‘‘Maggie McLanehan’’ and 


*‘Dan Drummond of the D.”’ 

Right here I want to group a num- 
ber of Iowa’s younger story writers 
to whom, with the great unknowns all 
about us, we must look for much of our 
future advancement in belle lettres. 
There is G. Walter Barr, of Keokuk, 
whose ‘‘Shacklett’’ is one of the pop- 
ular novels of the day. Miss Eleanor 
Hoyt, of New York, born in lowa City, 
is well known by her bright short 
stories in the magazines and her brief 
book reviews in the Lamp. Her one 
book, ‘‘The Misdemeanors of Nancy,”’ 
abounds in humor. Mrs. Helen Sherman 
Griffiths, of Cincinnati, the talented 
daughter of the late Hoyt Sherman, of 








Des Moines, has written two novels, 
the latest of which recently appeared 
in Lippincott’s, and both of which 
abound in promise. The _ recent 
**‘Western Number’’ of the Century 
contains contributions from three 
young Iowa authors, Charles Eugene 
Banks, of Davenport; Ellis Parker 
Butler, of Muscatine, and Edwin H. } 
Sabin, of Des Moines. These three 
names for the past few years. have fre- 
quently confronted the readers of 
magazines, their reputation being 
about equally divided between prose 
and verse. All three are humorists, 
and more than humorists, their work. 
abounding in fine sentiment and vivid 
character sketching. 

The latest Iowan to break into the 
sacred precincts of the great magazines 
is Miss Susan Keating Glaspell, of 
Davenport, formerly of the Daily 
Capital. Miss Glaspell’s political sto- 
ries in recent numbers of //arper’s tell 
between the linesastory of better things 
to come. Mr. Willis George Emerson is 
another young Iowan in whom promise 
isfound. His story, ‘‘Buell Hamp- 
ton,”’ is a historical novel vividly por- 
traying life among the cattle barons 
and their vassals in the southwest. 
Mayor J. H. Quick, of Sioux City, who 
a few years ago surprised his friends 
by the publication of a poem in the 
Century, has still more surprised them 
by a novel entitled ‘* Aladdin and Com- 
pany,’’ which the conservative and 
unbought critic of the New York Sun 
advises us to read without delay. Be- 
fore going further I should not forget 
to mention the excellent work of Mrs. 
Margaret Collier Graham of Pasadena, 
California. Born in southeastern 
Iowa, but early removed to California, 
Mrs. Graham is one of the true histo- 

















, poet, Major S. H. M. Byers. 





rians of her section in that her ‘‘Sto- 
ries of the Foothills’’ is veritable life. 
Prof. Edward Amherst Ott of Chicago, 
formerly of Drake university, is the 
author of several books, the most suc- 
cessful of which is his novel entitled 
“Philip Gerard.”’ 

A word about our foremost lowa 
Much of 
his verse in his ‘‘ Happy Isles and Other 
Poems’’ was inspired by his long resi- 
dence abroad. His chief contribution 
to local literature complicates the dis- 
tinction 1 have made, for it is strongly 
local in its personal touches and des- 
criptions, yet general in its story— 
that of ‘‘The March to the Sea.’’ The 
poem is the one pure, clear, strong 
bugle note from our western army on 
its famous march. No one could mis- 
take Major Byers’ living and mov- 
ing pictures of our Western army 
for those of the army of the Poto- 
mac, or of the English army in 
Africa. It is thoroughly western—and 


Iowan. I cannot read it now without 
athrill. To me, despite its occasional 
lapses, it is genuine soul-stirring 


verse, and I recommend it to those to 
whom the War of the Rebellion is not a 


personal memory but a thing of his- _ 


tory. 

Among the minnesingers of Iowa 
who have left more or less of their im- 
press upon our time, are: Miss Belle 
E. Smith, of Newton, author of ‘“‘If I 
Should Die To-night’’ and other popu- 
poems; Prof. Lewis Worthington 
Smith, of Drake university, whose 
poem, ‘‘The Prairie Wind,’’ in a recent 
number of The Critic, is exceptionally 
strong, and whose contributions to 
other eastern magazines are numer- 
ous; Prof. Selden L. Whitcomb, of 
lowa college, Grinnell, who, I am in- 





formed, is about to publish a volume of 
poems, some of which have already 
appeared in the magazines; Tacitus 
Hussey, Dr. A. L. Frisbie and William 
Wescott Fink, of Des Moines, whose 
volumes of poems have enriched the 
volume of Iowa verse; Miss Isidore 
Baker, of Iowa City; Mrs. Clara Adele 
Neidig and Mrs. Addie B. Billington, 
of Des Moines; Miss Florence A. 
Jones, Hampton; Mr. and Mrs. C. D. 
Beede and Miss Emile F. Stowe of 
Des Moines; Rev Edmund M. Vittum, 
of Grinnell; George F. Rinehart, the 
Newton editor; Miss Mary A. Kirkup, 
of Ft Dodge; Miss Julia W. Albright, 
of Cedar Rapids; Mrs. Virginia J. 
Berryhill, of Des Moines; ‘‘Maude 
Meredith,’’ of Dubuque; President 
Barton O. Aylsworth, of the State Ag- 
ricultural college of Colorado; Nixon 
Waterman, of Boston; Eugene Ware 
(Ironquill', of Kansas, these last all ex- 
lowans, also troops of others not 
named who have written occasional 
poems. In this list, of course, should 
be included several of the story writers 
previously named, among whom Mr. 
Sabin, Mr. Banks and Mr. Butler are 
the most prominent. 

In literary criticism, Iowans have 
not as yet been given much promi- 
nence, possibly because the doors of 
opportunity are well-nigh closed, if, 
indeed, they are not locked, to those 
who are remote from the great 
thought centers. Miss Ida M. Street, 
daughter of General Street, of Iowa 
and national fame, has written a 
strong work entitled ‘‘Ruskin’s Prin- 
ciples of Art Criticism,’’ published by 
Herbert S. Stone & Co., Chicago. In 
purely literary and scholarly criti- 
cism, no Iowan ranks higher than 
Welker Given, of Washington, D. C., 








son of Judge Given, late chief justice 
of Iowa. Mr. Given is one of the 
foremost Shakespearean critics of the 
time. His latest work on ‘‘Othello’’ 
has commanded the profound respect 
of Shakespearean scholars in Great 
Britain and this country. 

Rev. Dr. George F. Magoun, the 
pioneer president of Iowa college, 
Grinnell; Rev. Dr. A. L. Frisbie, of Des 
Moines; Rev. Dr. Emory Miller, of 
Indianola; Rev. Dr. A. B. Storms, 
president of the State college at Ames, 
and other well known preachers and 
educators, have contributed valuable 
volumes of didactic literature. 

Science has claimed the services of 
not a few Iowans, among the number 
W. T. Hornaday, of New York; Prof. 
C. E. Bessey, of the University of 
Nebraska, formerly of Ames; Prof. 
Samuel Calvin, of the Iowa State uni- 
versity; Prof. Louis Hermann Pam- 
mel, of the State college at Ames; H. 
Foster Bain, of Washington, D. C., 
formerly of Des Moines; Charles Rol- 
lin Keyes, author of several college 
text books and of Smithsonian pub- 
lications, and J. R. Sage, of the gov- 
ernment weather and crop service, 
Des Moiiies. 

In history and historical biography, 
our literature has been enriched by 
many sketches in the Annals of Iowa 
and the Historical Record, contributed 
by Theodore S. Parvin, Charles Ald- 
rich, Dr. Salter, Benjamin F. Gue, 
Tacitus Hussey and others. Several 
books, chiefly historical, have come 
from the pen of Prof. Leonard F. 
Parker, of Iowa college. ‘‘The Iowa 
Band’’ is a historical sketch, giving 
an early chapter in the history of 
‘Grinnell. It was written by Rev. 
But few biograph- 


Ephraim Adams. 


ies of Iowans havethus far appeared, 
the most notable of which are the 
autobiography of J. B. Grinnell, ‘“The 
Life of Grimes,’’ by Rev. Dr. Salter, 
**The Life of Kirkwood,’’ by H. W. La- 
throp; Abbie Gardner Sharp’s personal 


. sketch of the Spirit Lake massacre, of 


which she was the sole survivor; and 


‘' Mrs. J. S. Clarkson’s “‘A Beautiful 


Life,’’ a sketch of that pioneer edu- 
cator, Mrs. D. A. Stoddard, of Pella. 
Among our historians, beside those 
already mentioned, are Prof. B. F. 
Shambaugh, author of a Constitu- 
tional History of Iowa and other works 
of rare value, and the late Benjamin 
F. Gue. The four-volume History of 


Iowa, by ex-Lieutenant Governor Gue, | 


is the first comprehensive history of 
our State, and is a valuable addition to 
distinctively Iowa literature. The gov- 
ernor’s own personal contribution to 
that history adds much to the value of 
the work. Another historical work of 
highest importance is ‘‘lowa in War 
Times,’’ by Major S. H. M. Byers. 
Another historian of whom Iowa has 
reason to be proud is Irving B. Rich- 
man, of Muscatine. His ‘John Brown 
Among the Quakers,’’ was followed 


.by a critical study of a Swiss canton, 


and, later, by a ‘‘History of Rhode 
Island,’’ the last named his crowning 
work, eliciting for its author much 
praise from critics on both sides of the 
Atlantic. It is to be hoped Mr. Rich- 
man’s rare talent will find other rich 
fields for historical research. I am 
pleased to note that the Houghton- 
Mifflin company have invited Mr. 
Richman to write the Rhode Island 
volume for their American Common- 
wealth Series. In this connection I 
should mention the work of Thomas 
C. Dawson, of Rio de Janeiro, formerly 
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of Des Moines. The work is entitled 
“The South American Republics,”’ 
the first volume of which gives evi- 
denc of its value as history. 

Prof. Henry Sabin, ex-state super- 
intendent; President Seerley, head of 
the State Normal school; President 
W. W. Gist, of Coe, and a number of 
other educators, have made valuable 
contributions to educational literature. 

Among Iowa writers on social and 
economic themes the following have 
made their impress upon the thought 
and purpose of the nation: Jesse 
Macy, of Iowa College, Grinnell; Isaac 
Loos, of the State University, lowa 
City; Frank I. Herriott, of Drake Uni- 
versity, Des Moines; Frank J. McVey, 
of the State University of Minnesota; 
George E. Roberts, Director of the 
Mint, Washington, D.C.; Frank W. 
Bicknell, formerly of the U. S. Agricul- 
tural Department; Harold Martin 
Bowman, of Columbia University; Dr. 
S. R. Amos, of Des Moines, and J. 
Bellangee, of Fairhope, Alabama. In 
these original thinkers is wrapped up 
much of ‘‘promise and potency.’’ In 
this connection mention should be 
made of two very valuable works, his- 
torical, critical and suggestive, on rail- 
ways and railway management, one 
by Hon. William Larrabee, ex-gov- 
ernor of Iowa, and the other by Hon. 
George H. Lewis, of Des Moines. 

The best book of travel and descrip- 
tion by an Iowan which I am able to 
call to mind is ‘‘On the South African 
Frontier,’’ by William Harvey Brown, 
published by the Scribners a few years 
ago; Mr. Brown was born in Des Moines. 
A light and unpretentious book of travel 
entitled ‘*The Other Side,’’ was recently 
issued from the Kenyon press, Des 
Moines, from the pen of Miss Margaret 





Patterson Jones, with an introduction 
by the veteran traveler and interesting 
lecturer, Mrs. Mattie Locke-Macom- 
ber. 

Mrs. Julia Clark Hallam, of Sioux 
City, a well known club woman, has 
also issued her reminiscences of a trip 
abroad in book form, entitled ‘‘Story 
of a European Tour.”’ 

In addition to the Iowa humorists 
already incidentally mentioned should 
not be forgotten that redoubtable hum- 
orist and lecturer, Robert J. Burdette, 
of Los Angeles, formerly of Burlington, 
Iowa.- ‘‘Our Bob’’ has made three 
generations laugh and weep—and is 
getting ready for a fourth! 

Among the recent books for which 
Iowans are responsible, and which can 
scarcely be classified with those al- 
ready named, are Miss Emilie B. 
Stapp’s clever little volume, ‘‘Bread 
and ’Lasses’’ (Des Moines) a collection 
of child humor; also, a valuable com- 
pilation by Hon. W. W. Dodge, of Bur- 
lington, entitled, ‘‘The Fraternal and 
Modern Banquet Orator,’’ himself an 
accomplished orator of at least state- 
wide fame. The illustrated books for 
children, ‘‘Pirate Frog,’’ ‘‘Puggery 
Wee”’ and ‘‘Bandit Mouse,’’ are the 
joint production of W. A. Frisbie and 
Charles L. Bartholomew, both natives 
of lowa, now of the Minneapolis 
Journal, Mr. Frisbie furnishing the 
text and Mr. Bartholomew (Bart) the 
pictures. 

It will thus be seen that while Iowa 
has not a little to be proud of in litera- 
ture, it is confidently looking for better 
things tocome. Once upon a time, on 
a summer morning, a boy was seen 
fishing in a creek in the shadow of a 
bridge; and when asked the’ usual 
question, ‘‘How many fish have you 








caught?’ the young optimist made 
confident answer, ‘‘when I catch this 
one and two more, I’ll have three.”’ 
When in the future we journalistic and 
literary fishers of men shall land all 
the rich prizes now seen and imagincd 
floating about our hook, we’ll have 
a much more creditable string of fish 
than we now have. But give us full 
credit for our present catch; and, too, 
give us time—give the small fish time 
to grow; they’ll make a splendid 
catch on some not very far distant 
morrow. 


Testimonial to Captain Johnston. 


The many friends of ‘‘our own”’ 
Captain W. H. Johnston of Fort 
Dodge, will be glad to know of the ex- 
ercises in connection with the unveil- 
ing of his portrait which has been 
placed in the new library building at 
Fort Dodge. It was painted by Mr. 
Wilbur Reaser, a former resident of 
Fort Dodge. Captain Johnston de- 
serves all the praise bestowed upon 
him on this occasion, not only for his 
earnest and persistent labors in build- 
ing up the Fort Dodge library, but for 
his services to the library interests of 
the entire State in connection with the 
State Library Association, of which he 
was president for so many years, and 
as a member of the Iowa Library Com- 
mission. 

The Fort Dodge Wessenyer of No- 
vermber 14, 1904, gives the following 
account of the exercises, and prints 
the addresses in full. We regret that 
we have not space to reprint the elo- 
quent. tributes to his worth. 

**Honor and praise are often the re- 
ward of the dead, but it is seldom that 
a man is fortunate enough to enjoy 


both while we can feel it with earthly 
appreciation. _Such a man however is 





Capt. Witter H. Johnston, and the cul- 
mination of years of individual and 
unselfish labors, occurred Saturday 
afternoon whei: his portrait was un- 
veiled at the public library, accom- 
panied by the eulogies which few men 
are fortunate enough to hear of them- 
selves. 

The program and other arrange- 
ments for this ceremony were made 
with great haste when it was learned 
that two of the speakers, Senator J. P. 
Dolliver and Hon. M. D. O’Connell, 
were to leave soon for their winter 
in Washington. To Mrs. Carpen- 
ter, the present librarian, is due the 
main credit for the successful manage- 
ment of the afternoon. 

Although so impromptu were the ar- 
rangements and on an afternoon less 
favorable than others for a good attend- 
ance, the audience room of the library 
was filled to overflowing. 

At the south end of the long 
room, over the picturesque fireplace 
hung the much anticipated portrait; 
the life-like and life-size figure of the 
loved captain looking down medita- 
tively atthe upturned faces. So natural 
was the pleasant expression written on 
those well-known features, and so kind 
were the gray eyes that peered from 
beneaththe heavy gray brows, that 
spontaneous applause broke forth 
from all. 

The attitude, the atmosphere, and 
the surroundings are decidedly char- 
acteristic and the picture could not fail 
to delight any eye. The thought that 
it was done by a Fort Dodge boy now 
grown to manhood and acquainted 
with success, makes it doubly valuable 
to Fort Dodge people. 

After unveiling the picture Mr. 
Ringland announced the first speaker, 
Hon. M. D. O’Connell, who has been 
greatly interested in the portrait and 
whose wife unselfishly devoted her 
time to its purchase this summer. 
Mr. O’Connell, gave the presentation 
speech in a well worded review of all 
the agencies which bad helped to give 
us the library we have today, principal 
among whom is Captain Johnston. 
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Senator J. P. Dolliver spoke second, 
and most eloquent and touching was 
the tribute paid to the man whose por- 
trait he helped to dedicate. The more 
our citizens know of Senator Dolliver’s 
ability and power of expression the 
more proud they are of their fellow 
citizen, and the more they realize the 
unconscious tribute he paid to Captain 
Johnston, when he said that the Cap- 
tain had directed his entire reading 
in his early manhood. 

The poem written and dedicated to 
Captain Johnston by Miss Mary 
Kirkup, was next read by Mrs. 
E. E Fisher. It might be said 
that although Miss Kirkup’s pen has 
produced many beautiful thoughts in 
many beautiful ways, it was generally 
felt that her best efforts were put forth 
in this poem ‘‘ Wisdom’s Choice.”’ 

Following this T. D. Healy gave a 
review of incidents relating to the evo- 
lution of our library, with which he 
was familiar and added heartfelt words 
to what had preceded. 

It had seemed that every phase of 
Captain Johnston’s life had been men- 
tioned when M. F. Healy greeted the 
waiting audience, but he too, had 
another scene to unfold in this good 
man’s life and spoke of a Sunday 
afternoon when he felt it necessary to 
see him on Government business and 
went to his home to find him deep in 
‘*The Book of Books.”’ 

Just before the close of the exercises 
Captain Johnston himself rose and 
overcome by a natural feeling of 
thankfulness for the honors, remon- 
strated against the tributes which had 
been paid him. With broken voice he 
told how the very books in the library 
were seared upon his heart and mind, 
endeavoring to show that the work 
had done him more good than he had 
done it, but when he closed with simple 
words of thanks the audience were not 
less convinced of the devotion and 
sacrifice.”’ 


Our Neighboring Commissions. 
The State Library Commissions of 
Minnesota and Wisconsin have each 


begun the publication of a Bulletin, 
similar in purpose and appearance to 
the lowa Commission Quarterly. The 
Wisconsin Bulletin is a 16-page publi- 
cation and is to be issued bi-monthly; 
the first number presents an attractive 
appearance and is full of valuable 
material for Wisconsin libraries. The 
Minnesota Bulletin makes no an- 
nouncement as to the frequency of 
publication ; the first number consists 
of eight pages of interesting and help- 
ful information and news for Minne- 
sota libraries. i 

The Quarterly of the lowa Library 
Commission has proved to be of so 
much service and interest to our 
libraries during the four years of its 
existence, that we congratulate our 
sister commissions on the addition of 
this feature to their work. 





Periodical Indexes Once More. 


The Readers’ Guide to periodical 
literature, published monthly by the 
H. W. Wilson Co., is well known to 
librarians and it has been greatly re- 
gretted that the annual subscription 
price ($6) has prevented many of our 
smaller libraries from securing it. 
This firm has also in preparation, an 
index volume to periodicals, covering 
the period from the end of Poole’s 
Abridged Index, 1899, to January 1, 
1905, which will be ready April ist, 
at $15. 

We are pleased to say that the lowa 
Library Commission has arranged 
with the H. W. Wilson Co. for a special 
rate (if order is placed at once) for 


these two publications for the Iowa 
public libraries, with small incomes, 
and letters have been sent out regard- 
ing same. Any library desiring to 
know more regarding this should write 
to the Library Commission. 














Book Exchange. |. 


This column is for the free use of 
Iowa librarians in announcing a limited 
number of titles of standard books (not 
fiction) they may have for sale. This 
is with the understanding that the 








price asked shall not exceed one-half 


the publisher’s list price, except in the 
case of rare or out of print books. A 
library occasionally buys a duplicate 
copy of a classed book accidently, for 
which there is little demand; or a 
second copy may be given to the 
library, in which case it is desirable to 
dispose of one copy, the price of which 
would add a new title to the library. 

Write directly to the library which 
makes the announcement regarding 
books given below. When possible the 
publisher’s list price has been given. 

Librarians are asked to send lists of 
books they would like to dispose of, to 
the Secretary of the Library Commis- 
sion for aunouncement in this column. 


Pousiic Lisprary, Cedar Rapids, lowa. (Miss 
Harriet A. Wood, Librarian.) 
Library Journal, vol. 22, 1897. (Bound.) 


Puciic Liprary, Davenport, Iowa. (AMiss 
Marilla W. Freeman, Librarian.) 

War of the Rebellion a compilation of 

the United States official records of the 

Union and Confederate armies. 129 

vols., cloth, and atlas in 36 parts, un- 

bound. This is a valuable government 
publication, now difficult to obtain. 


CARNEGIE-SToOvuT PuBLic LIBRARY, Dubuque, 
Iowa, (Miss Bessie Sargeant Smith, 
Librarian.) 

Colbert & Chamberlain. Chicago and the 
great conflagration. Goodman & Co. 

Prescott, W. H. History of the conquest 
of Peru. 2 vols. Harper, 1847. 

Swinton, W. Campaigns of the army of 
the Potomac. C. B. Richardson, 1866. 


Iowa CoL“~ece Lisrary, Grinnell Iowa. 

(M. AH. Douglass, Librarian.) 

Gosse, E. Jacobean poets, Lond., 
Murray. (Scribner.)............ $1.00 

Abbott, E. H. Religious life in 
America Outlook Co 

Clarke, W. N. Study of Christian 
missions. Scribner 

Storrs, R.S. Addresses n foreign 
missions. American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Mis- 


1.00 
1,25 


H. C. Theology and the 
social consciousness. Macmillan. 
Martin, W. A. P. Cycle of Cathay. 
Revell 
Goodspeed, G.S. Israel’s Messianic 
hope. Macmillan 
Otken, C. H. Ills of the South. 
Ls i aides eeaneabene eee ° 
Everett, C. C. Essays, theological 
and literary. Houghton 
Addams, Jane. Democracy and social 
ethics. Macmillan . 
Cartwright, Julia. Painters of Flor- 
ence. Dutton 2.50 
Burton & Mathews. Constructive 
studies in the life of Christ. Uni- 
versity of Chicago 
Review of Reviews. (Bound.) Vols. 
4 to 23. (Will exchange. ) 


2.00 
1.50 
1 50 
1.75 


1,25 


Iowa LIBRARY COMMISSION, Des Moines, 

Iowa. (Alice S. Tyler, Secretary.) 

Badeau, Adam. Military history of 
General Grant. 3 vols. Sheep 
binding. Appleton 

Scott, E.G. Development of con- 
stitutional liberty. Putnams .... 

Shaw, Albert. Municipal govern- 
ment in Great Britain. Century 
Company 

Spurgeon, Charles H. Autobiog- 
raphy. 4vols. Revell 





Printed Cards from Publishers. 


The reliable book publishing house 
of Houghton, Mifflin & Co., announced 
some time ago their willingness to fur- 
nish, free of charye to public libraries, 
the Library of Congress printed cards 
for their own new publications, no 





matter through what dealer the books 
are purchased. All that is necessary 
is to write to the Library Department 
of Houghton, Mifflin & Co., Boston, 
stating that you desire to be placed on 
their mailing list for printed catalogue 
eards of their publications. They will 
send, when the books are published, a 
post-card list of them accompanied by 
an author card for each book; the 
librarian returns the list with those 
titles checked which she decides to 
purchase (through any channel) and 
the additional cards (subject, title and 
shelf list) will then be forwarded. Iowa 
librarians are urged to take advantage 
of this offer for any of the new publi- 
cations issued by this firm that seem 
desirable, and are reminded that the 
books are to be bought in the usual 
way, and not directly from the pub- 
lishers. 





Two Notable Iowa Biographies. 


The attention of lowa librarians is 
again called to the importance of se- 
curing the best of Iowa literature for 
their libraries, and especially the bi- 
ographies of the men who were identi- 
fied with the early years of our State. 

The life of James W. Grimes, Gov- 
ernor of Iowa, (1854-8) and U. S. 
Senator, is one of the most valuable of 
these books. Written by Rev. Dr. 
Williams Salter, of Burlington, a man 
of ripe scholarship, it has double value 
as a narrative of a stirring lowa pio- 
neer life, depicted by another pioneer. 
The book may be obtained directly of 
the venerable author, Rev. Dr. Salter, 
Burlington, for $2. 

Another biography that should not 
be overlooked is ‘‘Men and Events of 
Forty Years (1850-1890),’’ the au- 
tobiographical reminiscences of Hon. 


J. B. Grinnell, one of the most ener- 
getic and forceful men of Iowa’s pioneer 
period. This is for sale by R. R. 
Rust & Co., Grinnell, at $1.50. 





League of Library Commissions. 
At the A. L. A. meeting at St. Louis 


* in October, a League of Library Com- 


11 


missions was organized, by means of 
which it is hoped co-operative work 
may be carried on, especially in con- 
nection with the publicatlon of book 
lists, handbooks and other printed 
matter needed by all the State Library 
Commissions in their work. 


An Executive Committee of the 
League was named at St. Louis, and 
this committee, of which Henry E. 
Legler, of the Wisconsin Commission 
is chairman, and Alice S. Tyler, of the 
Iowa Commission, is Secretary, met in 
Chicago, November 28 and 29, to form- 
ulate plans. Negotiations have been 
under consideration regarding the is- 
suance of the Commission publications 
through the A. L. A. Publishing 
Board, but no definite arrangement 
has as yet been made. 


“Pages from the Congressional 
Record,”is the title of the book sent 
out during the last presidential cam- 
paign by the Republican National 
Committee. It is, as its title indicated, 
a selection of speeches made during 
the 58th Congress on tariff, reciprocity, 
Panama canal, merchant marine, rural 
mail delivery, etc. Libraries not re- 
ceiving the Congressional Record reg- 
ularly, will find this collection valuable 
for reference use in connection with 
high school debates, etc. It can be 
obtained free of the Republican Na- 
tional Committee, Washington, D. C. 
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Hereafter, the Quarterly will be 
mailed free to each Traveling Library 
center in the State, where the regular 
50-volume libraries are used. The 
use of the Traveling Library often 
creates and fosters a desire for a local 
library and in many instances has 
been the incentive for the establish- 
ment of such an institution. It is 
therefore hoped that the Quarterly 
may bring the Traveling Library cen- 
ters into closer relations with the 
efforts put forth by the State, through 
the Library Commission, to develop 
this important educational work. 


* 
* * 


It is suggestc 1 that the local libra- 
rian of the Traveling Library shall 
see that the Que«rter/y or any other 
printed matter relating to library 
affairs, is brought to the attention of 
the people of the community who are 
likely to be interested. 

‘ * . ~ 

The list of books contained in the 
regular Traveling Libraries has been 
sent to all the Traveling Library cen- 
ters in the State. Attention is called 
to the introductory note. 


* 
* * 


The increase in the circulation of 
the Traveling Library during 1904 has 
been most gratifying. A total circu- 
lation of 29,554 volumes for the year, 
shows an increase of over 13,000 over 
that of 1903. 


* 
7 - 


Books for the blind have been used 
“by an increasing number of people, 
and it is the intention of the Commis- 


sion to purchase a few new books for 


this collection at occasional intervals. 


* 
* * 


When books on special subjects are 
desired, in addition to the regular Li- 
braries, it is most earnestly requested 
that sufficient time be given to collect 
the material. Often considerable re- 
search is necessary on the part of the 
librarian of the Traveling Library, to 
find the best available literature on 
the subject, and with the large amount 
of work being done, as shown by the 
figures given above, it is impossible to 
attend to a request at once, as appli- 
cations must be filled in the order of 
their receipt. ‘‘Rush orders’’ are con- 
stantly being received, when with a 
little forethought the request could 
have been filed with us weeks in ad- 
vance. 


Iowa Library Association. 


OFFICERS. 
Mrs. Horace M. Towner, /resident, 
Corning. . 
Hon. C. J. A. Ericson, Vice President, 
Boone. 
Miss PRISCILLA PICKRELL, Secreflary, Os- 
kaloosa. 
Mr. 
nell. 
The sixteenth annual meeting of the 
Association will be held in Fort Dodge 


next October. 


Harte Douctass, 7?easurer, Grin- 





Summer Library School, 1905. 


The Iowa Library Commission an- 
nounces the fifth session of the Sum- 
mer School for Library Training at 
the State University, lowa City, June 
19—July 29, 1905. Full information 
regarding the course may be obtained 
by writing to the director of the school, 
Miss Alice S. Tyler, lowa Library 
Commission, State House, Des Moines. 





Library News of the State. 


Anthon—The Woman’s Club of 
Anthon have undertaken to establish 
a public library in Anthon, and in less 
than one year, have raised a fund of 
over $500 for the purchase of books. 
An attractive room has been secured 
and the library opened for the circula- 
tion of books the first of January, with 
about five-hundred volums of well- 
selected books on the shelves. Mrs. 
Walling, a member of the Club, will 
serve as librarian. 

Charles City——The new Carnegie 
building of the Charles City free pub- 
lic library was opened by a public re- 
ception and inspection of the building, 
November 24, 1904. 

No formal exercises were held. 
The building is attractive in appear- 
ance, being constructed of brick with 
stone trimmings, and a foundation of 
native boulders. It cost $12,500. The 
interior arrangement is convenient 
and attractive. 

This library has existed as a free 
library since 1886 and now has about 
five thousand volumes, It has recently 
been organized on a modern basis by 
the librarian Miss Belle Caldwell, a 
Charles City young woman who re- 
ceived her library training at the Uni- 
versity of Illino’-. 

The board of trustees consist of: J. 
G. Legel, President, Mrs. H. E. Ellis, 
Mrs. B. W. Jones, Mrs. A. O. Ruste, 
Mrs. R. J. Lackey, Mrs. Joseph 
Hecht, H. V. Fussell, G. E. May and 
W. B. Lindamon. 

Clinton —The new Carnegie build- 
ing of the free public library of Clin- 
ton was opened November 8th, without 
formal dedicatory exercises. Between 
the hours of two and nine P. M. the pub- 
lic was invited to inspect the building 


and examine the books which were 
ready for circulation the following 
morning. 

Mr. Carnegie gave $45,000 for the 
erection of the building, and the site 
was presented by Mrs. Emma Lamb 
Young. The building is a two story 
stone structure and is well arranged 
for the activities of a large library, 
such as will undoubtly be developed in 
Clinton. No public library has here- 
tofore existed there, but a collection 
of several thousand volumes was 
turned over to the new institution 
from the public school library. 

During the erection of the building, 
Hon. George D. McDaid, the first 
President of the Board, and the Mayor 
of the city at the time the gift was re- 
ceived, has died, and his earnest 
efforts in behalf of the library are 
greatly missed. 

Mrs. Walter I. Hayes, the only wo- 
man member of the Board of Trustees, 
has been untiring in her endeavors to 
have a well-organized, up-to-date 
library for Clinton and her intelligent 
and enthusiastic labors for the institu- 
tion have had much to do in the open- 
ing of the new library under such 
favorable conditions. 

Miss Belle E. Sweet, a graduate of 
the Illinois Library School, is the libra- 
rian, and Miss Lillian Cook, who at- 
tended the lowa Summer Library 
School, 1904, is her assistant. 

The Board of Trustees are: Patter- 
son Rowe, President, George B. Phelps, 
Secretary, James A. Greenhill, Ed- 
ward E. Hecker, William H. Howes, 
Rev. E.J. McLaughlin, Virtus H. Lund 
and Mrs. W. I. Hayes. 

Davenport—A choice collection of 
about 100 Braun carbon reproductions 
of masterpieces of European art, care- 














fully framed, is on exhibition in the 
public library in Davenport and has 
attracted many visitors. The pictures 
belong to Mr. V. C, Putnam of Daven- 
port and are loaned for this exhibit. 
A series of talks ahout the pictures will 
be given to groups of pupils from the 
schools, and lists of books are posted 
in the library regarding the pictures 
and their artists 

Miss Daisy B Sabin, a graduate of 
Drexel Institute Library School, 1904, 
has recently accepted the position of 
cataloguer_ in the Davenport library. 

Estherville—The public Library 
Board at Estherville has secured Miss 
Charlotte E. Goetzman of Boone to 
classify and catalogue the library, as- 
sisted by the librarian, Mrs. Davidson. 
This library contains almost 3000 vol- 
umes, and has for some time occupied a 
new $10,000.00 library building, a gift 
from Mr, Carnegie. 

Iowa City.—On the evening of 
November 29th, the new Carnegie 
building of the free public library at 
Iowa City was formally dedicated by 
exercises at the opera house, with the 
following program: 

Music - - Grammer School Orchestra. 
Invocation- - Rev. D. W. oe 


Report of Building Committee - 
: W. P. Coast, Chistemse. 


Response and Presentation of Keys 
- - - -  #F. K. Stebbins, Mayor. 


Acceptance of Trust by President of Board 
- J. W. Rich. 
Music - - Grammer School Orchestra. 
Historical Sketch of Library - J. W. Rich. 
Greeting from Library Commission and Dedi- 
— Address - - - 
- President George E. Siete. 


Hen. M. J. Wade presided during 
the evening. He was largely instru- 
mental in securing the gift from Mr. 
Carnegie and was president of the Li- 
brary Board at that time, but resigned 


on account of his Congressional du- 
ties at Washington. 

After the exercises an informal re- 
ception was held at the library and 
many availed themselves of the oppor- 
tunity to inspect the new building. It 
is built of Bedford stone and cost 
$35,000. The reading rooms are com- 
modious and attractive and ample pro- 
vision is made on the main floor for 
all the daily activities of the library. 

Miss Adelaide C. Lloyd, the libra- 
rian, and her assistant, Miss Helen Mc- 
Raith, have attended the Iowa Summer 
Library School. The following con- 
stitute the Library Board: J. W. Rich, 
President; S. K. Stevenson, Secretary ; 
W. P. Coast, Max Mayer, B. Shimek, 
George Hummer, George W. Baill, 
Miss Elizabeth Felkner and Miss Mar- 
garet Switzer. 


Mason City.—The new Carnegie 
building of the Mason City free pub- 
lic library was formally dedicated 
Tuesday evening, January 10, at Wil- 
son’s Opera House with the following 
program, Mr. J. C. C. Markley being 
chairman of the evening: 


Music— Power Orchestra. 

Invocation—Rev. Dr. Francis W. Parsons. 

Delivery of Keys to the City—J. H. McCon- 
ologue, Chairman of Building Committee. 

Transferring Building to Custody of Trus- 
tees—Mayor F. M. Norris. 

Acceptance of Trust—Mrs. C. H. McNider, 
President Board of Trustees. 

Greetings—Mrs. H. M. Towner, President 
lowa Library Association, and Miss Alice S. 
Tyler, Secretary lowa Library Commission. 

Dedicatory Address—Dr. A. B. Storms, 
President lowa State College. 


An informal reception was held at 
the library in the afternoon and a large 
number of citizens were present,’ and 
great satisfaction with.the building 
was expressed. 





The building is a handsome two- 
story Bedford stone structure and cost 
$31,500 exclusive of the lot, a well 
located corner already owned by the 
library. The interior arrangement of 
the main floor is convenient and ample 
for all the daily work of the library, 
while the second floor and the base- 
ment rooms provide generously for all 
related interests. There are almost 
6,000 volumes in the library and 
modern methods were introduced in its 
management several years ago. — 


The librarian, Mrs. Chapin, attended 
the Iowa Summer Library School in 
1903, and Miss Holman, who has charge 
of the children’s room, attended last 
summer’s session. 


The Mason City Library is the out- 
growth of the persistent labors of a 
group of women who organized a 
library association in 1888, and later 


secured a tax from the city for its sup- 
port in 1891. The present library 
board has been most painstaking in its 
efforts to have the very best building 
possible for the amount of money avail- 
able. At the time the gift was received 
from Mr. Carnegie, Mrs. H. H. Shep- 
ard was the president, but death came 
before she saw the realization of her 
hopes fora library building. Mrs. C. H. 
McNider succeeded her as president, 
and it is largely due to her ability, 
good taste, energy and devotion that 
Mason City has such a beautiful, con- 
venient and tasteful building. Mrs. 
McNider has spared neither time, 
money or her own strength to provide 
the best for the Mason City Library. 


Mr. Carnegie gave $20,000, public 
spirited citizens contributed nearly 
$10,000, and the City Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, over $1,000. 


The Library Board consists of: Mrs. 
C. H. MeNider, President; Dr. Blaize, 
Vice-president; Miss Addie Barton, 
Secretary; J. E. E. Markley, Colonel 
McConologue, Mrs. N. C. Kotchell. 
Mrs. Hanford, Mrs. Witwer, and W. 
J. Holahan. It is seldom that mother 
and daughter are on the same Board, 
but Mrs. Hanford, one of the early 
workers for the library, is associated 
on the Board with her daughter, Mrs. 
MeNider. 


Perry. —For various reasons the 


formal dedication of the Carnegie 
building of the Perry Free Public 
Library was delayed, though the library 
had been open for the issue of books 
for some weeks; but on the evening of 
December 10, 1904, the following dedi- 
catory program was given at the 
Grand Opera House at 8 P.M. : 


High School Chorus. 


Invocation Rev. Jesse Povey 
Song Fourth Grade Pupils 
Historical Review of Perry Library Asso- 
Mrs. P. C. Rude 
History of Carnegie Library Building. . 
Allen Harvey 
The Possibilities of the Library 


Miss Clara Raife 

The ee in its Local Relations 
. Miss Alice S. pede Sec’y Iowa Lib. Com. 
Vocal Solo . e -+- Mrs. F. E. Clarke 

Dedicatory Address . 

Governor A. B. Cummins 
Piano Solo Mrs. W. W. Cardell 
Reception by Federation of Women’s Clubs 
The eloquent address of Governor 
Cummins was a renewed plea for the 
value and efficiency of all the educa- 
tional infiuences, of which the library 
is one, that go to the making of better 


citizens. 


Perry has not until now had a free 
public library, but a small collection of 
books formerly belonging to a library 
association were turned over to the 
new library by Professor Tarr. 











The new building cost $10,000 and 
was erected on a central lot, known as 
**the triangle.’’ Like most of the new 
libraries that make a beginning at the 
time of the gift of the building, the 
supply of books is limited, but it is 
hoped that contributions to the book 
fund may hasten the growth of the 
collection. 

Mrs. Nellie Sawyer of the P. M. 
Musser Public Library of Muscatine, 
organized the library last November, 
assisted by the librarian, hence the 
work is begun with modern methods 
inaugurated. 

Miss Flora B. Baily, the iibrarian, 
attended the Iowa Summer Library 
School in 1904. The Board of Trustees 
consist of: Mrs. A. W. McPherson, 
President; Allen Harvey, Secretary; 
A. L. Brown, D. D. McColl, P. H. 
O’Connor, Mrs. P. C. Rude, Miss Kate 


Dana, Mrs. W. H. McCannon and Mrs. 


A. J. Ross. 
Spencer—Miss Caroline V. Lang- 


worthy of Dubuque, a graduate of the 


Illinois Library School, has been 
elected librarian of the Spencer public 
library. The new Carnegie library 
building there is nearing completion, 
and will probably be occupied some 
time next month. 

West Liberty—Thursday evening, 
January 12, the West Liberty library 
building was dedicated. The following 


program had been arranged: 
Music, : - Ladies’ Quartette. 
Invocation, - - Rev. F. W. Collins. 
Historical Sketch of Library, H. W. Hughes. 
Presentation, of building to the City, 
A,H. McClun, Chairman Building Committee. 
Delivery of Keys to Library Trustees, 
J. E. Mcintosh, Mayor. 
Acceptance of trust, H. W. Hughes, 
President of Board. 
Address, Miss Alice S. Tyler, 
Secretary lowa Library Com. 
Address, Dr. George E. MacLean, 
President of State University. 
Benediction, - Rev. George Furniss. 


With the exception of Miss Tyler’ 
address, omitted because of her ina- 
bility to be present, the program wag 
given as planned. President Mac- 
Lean’s address laid especial stress of 
the democratic character of the public 
library; its peculiar power due to itg 
freedom from the limitations of creed, 
sect, or class. 

Mr. Hughes’ speech was an interest- 
ing review of the various small but 
earnest efforts, made in West Liberty 
during the last twenty years in the 
library cause. In 1893 the library 
which had been started several yearg 
before as a part of the Y. W. C. T. U_ 
work, reached the dignity ofa reading 
room and a salaried librarian. Nog) 
until 1900 was the necessary municip ‘ 
tax voted, making the library really 
public and free. 

After the exercises, which were held 
at the M. E. Church, were over, an 
informal reception was held at the li< 
sbrary. The building which coat 
$7,500 00, a Carnegie gift, is attrac- 
tive, both as to exterior and interior, 
and well planned. The arrangement 
of open reading room with general 
book room between, so convenient for 
a one-librarian library was adopted, 

Close supervision of the erection of 
the building was given by the build- 
ing committee, and the promptness 
with which the building went up 
and the very satisfactory results 
are largely due to the good judg+ 
ment and ability of the chairman of 
the committee, Mr. A. H. McClun. ~ 

The building is well located on @ 
corner known as the Lewis A ah 
and the money for the site ($1,700.00) 
was raised by subscription. 

The librarian is Mrs. Lou Hauer, 
The trustees are: H. W. Hughes, 
president; Carrie McClun, secretary; 
Linnie Harris, Mrs. A. C. Quier, 
Jamés Park, George Moore, W. M. 
Long and E. F. Schall. 











